
Disappearing Act 
One warm summer evening in 1876 

a young man named Rudolph Fentz 
left his home on New York's Fifth Ave­
nue for a stroll . His wife detested his 
smelly cigars so it was his custom to 
take a stroll and enjoy a smoke after 
dinner. But Fentz's walk was longer 
than usual this time. He failed to re­
turn. Eventually his case became just 
another of the many forgotten files of 
the Missing Persons Bureau of the 
New York Police Department. 

Seventy-four years later, at 11 : 15 
in the evening of June 24, 1950, an 
odd-looking man suddenly appeared 
among the Times Square crowds. He 
wore mutton-chop whiskers (very un­
usual in 1950) and was dressed in cu­
riously dated clothes. A policeman 
struggling with the after-theater rush 
noticed him because he was behaving 
in a peculiar manner. He was gawking 
at the signs and blundering confusedly 
through the traffic. The cop headed 
into the street to lead him to safety but 
before he could reach him the man 
staggered in front of a taxicab and was 
killed instantly. 

At the morgue, police found some 
odd things in the man's pockets: 
about $70 in large, old-style bills, a 
receipt from a livery stable for the care 
of a horse, and some business cards 
bearing the name "Rudolph Fentz" 
and a Fifth Avenue address. 

Capt. Hubert V. Rihm, then with the 
Missing Persons Bureau, took an in­
terest in the case and did a lot of 
checking. He uncovered the 1876 re­
port and tracked down members of 
the Fentz family. Apparently the man 
who blundered around Times Square 
in 1950 was the same man who had 
disappeared in 1876. His clothes were 
new. None of the papers and objects 
in his pockets showed any signs of ag­
ing. The corpse was about the same 
age, 29, as the man who had vanished 
decades earlier. 

Somehow Rudolph Fentz had found 
a gateway through Time and had 
crossed the barrier that separated one 
age from another. If he had lived he 
would undoubtedly have had a very in­
teresting story to tell. Like Rip van 
Winkle, he had been caught up in the 
inexplicable Time Machine which 
traps hundreds of people each year, 
and which has created innumerable 
legends. 

Long before Albert Einstein defined 
time, people on every continent, in ev­
ery age, were experiencing strange 
distortions of space and time. In bib­
lical times, prophets vanished myste-
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riously for years, eventually returning 
with baffling tales of how they had 
been whisked away to other worlds, 
telling how their trips seemed to take 
only a few days or months. But when 
they came back they were astonished 
to find that years had passed. 

Later, during the Middle Ages, mag­
ical beings were credited with remark­
able time-bending powers. The fairy 
lore is replete with stories of people 
who allegedly visited the underground 
caverns of the Little People. Although 
they thought their visits were of short 
duration, when they emerged they 
found many years had passed. Some­
times the situation was reversed. 
Those who thought they had spent 
years among the fairies found it had 
only been a few hours or days. 

The Bible, our richest historical 
document, is filled with stories about 
the Sun standing still, or days of total 
darkness. We are told, in other histori­
cal works, about periods when time 
seemed to be paralyzed over the 
whole planet. Some of these tales are 
even repeated in ancient Indian lore. 

Time, as Einstein postulated, need 
not be a constant factor throughout 
the universe. When it is 1974 on this 
planet it could be 2274 (our time) on 
another planet in another galaxy, or 
1500 B.C. It is even possible that we 
will unravel the mystery of time some­
time in the future and be able to build 
devices which will take advantage of 
natural phenomena to move us for­
ward or backward in time. We could 
become time travelers and revisit an­
cient Egypt for example. 

A few brief minutes of our time can 
cover the entire life cycle of a microbe. 
An astronaut flashing through space at 
thousands of miles per hour is aging 
more slowly than the people he left be­
hind on Earth. Time is a relative thing, 
really nothing more than a convenient 
measurement we have devised. 

For years now the comic strip char­
acter Alley Oop has been wandering 
back and forth through time, thanks to 
a " time machine." But maybe a physi­
cal machine isn't even necessary to 
accomplish it. There seems to be 
some unknown set of natural laws at 
work in thousands of cases, shifting 
surprised human beings .through 
some weird time wa~p. 

There are now thousands of modern 

day instances in which ordinary 
people have entered a time warp while 
viewing an unidentified flying object or 
while undergoing some "super­
natural" experience. Repeatedly, in­
vestigators have uncovered cases in 
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which the witnesses' clocks and 
watches mysteriously stopped or lost 
several minutes of time. Most contem­
porary watches are not only water­
proof and shockproof, they are also 
anti-magnetic. That is, they are manu­
factured from alloys which are not af­
fected by magnetism.' (In the old days, 
professional magicians would borrow 
a watch and cause it to stop suddenly 
by pressing a concealed magnet to it.) 
Expensive watches worn by UFO wit­
nesses have been carefully examined 
and tested by experts . No reason 
could be found for their peculiar be­
havior. 

Typically, the witness is driving 
alone along a deserted highway or re­
mote back road. Suddenly he sees an 
unusual object in the air or on the 
ground. After what seems to be only a 
few minutes, the object disappears or 
flies off and the witness continues his 
journey. But later he realizes that his 
watch is unexplainedly slow . . . 
sometimes an hour or more behind 
even though his experience seemed of 
short duration. How can we account 
for it? This answer may be more in­
credible than the witness's remem­
bered experience. 

It could be that the witness's watch 
never stopped at all. Rather, he or she 
temporarily entered another time 
cycle. For a period of, say, one hour 
(normal Earth time) the witness exis­
ted outside time. His watch continued 
to function normally bu~. like an astro­
naut, he was in a field outside the flow 
of Earth time. When he reentered the 
normal field his watch had fallen be­
hind. What had seemed li.ke only 5 or 
10 minutes had actually been only 5 or 
10 minutes . .. but in another time 
field. Meanwhile an hour or more of 
Earth time had passed. So when he 
reentered the Earth's time field his 
watch was slow. 

Psychic and occult literature contain 
many descriptions of this type of 
event. In 1967, for example, a man 
named Smallridge was standing in 
front of a mantel in California when, he 
says, he was engulfed by a blue light 
and suddenly found himself in a 
strange room surrounded by a group 
of unusual beings. He conversed with 
them for about 2 hours . . . at least it 
seemed like 2 hours. Then he was 
suddenly back in the room in Califor­
nia and the clock on the mantel said 
12:05 a.m. It had been 12:05 just be­
fore the blue light had appeared! Had 
he merely hallucinated the 2-hour 
conversation ... or had he temporar­
ily entered into another time field . 
another dimension? 



One of the most famous episodes In 
the history of strange occurrences 
took place In 1593. According to ac­
cepted historical documents, on Octo­
ber 24th of that year a Spanish soldier 
who had been standing guard in Ma­
nila in the Philippines suddenly van­
ished from his post. Some 24 hours 
later he reappeared, thoroughly fright- · 
ened and confused, in Mexico City 
. . . some 9,000 miles from Manila! 
No one has ever been able to explain 
how he managed to travel so far so 
fast. 

Today thousands of people have 
suffered distortions of space. Air­
planes have covered vast distances in 
ridiculously short periods of time . . . 
particularly in such mysterious areas 
as the notorious · Bermuda Triangle. 
But so have people in automobiles. In 
1967, four elderly women set out on a 
drive that would normally take them 4 
hours. They made it in an hour and a 
half although they never exceeded the 
speed limit and could recall nothing 
unusual on their trip. That same year, 
another family crossed the entire state 
of Kansas in 30 minutes! 

Mr. A. D. Smallridge had his first en­
counter with this unknown force in 
1958 when, as a truckdrlver, he was 
making a routine trip to deliver a 
truckload of eggs from Hardy, Ark., to 
Memphis, Tenn. He stopped for a cup 
of coffee, as was his habit, at an 
all-night truck stop near Black Rock, 
Ark . When he left the diner, he 
checked his watch with the wall clock. 
It was exactly 2 a.m. After looking over 
his tires and truck routinely for a few 
minutes, he started his engine and 

. headed for the highway. The next lap 
of. the trip covered 60 miles to Tru­
mann, Ark., where he usually stopped 
for another cup of coffee. 

But, according to his story, he never 
remembers reaching the highway. The 
next thing he knew he was pulling up 
in front of the luncheonette in Tru­
mann. When he walked into the res­
taurant and looked at its clock, he waii 
astounded. It was 2:15 a.m. "I had 
traveled 60 miles in 8 minutes," he 
declared. ' 

This trip normally required changing 
highways and passing over a state 
weight scale near Jonesboro. He 
could not remember doing any of this. 
Somehow he had traveled 450 mph 
between Black Rock and Trumann! 

Charles Fort once wrote that one 
could draw a circle beginning any­
where. In the psychic sciences and 
ufology we seem to be drawing end­
less circles that begin and end no­
where. Each year more people under­
go these bizarre experiences. 'Yet the 
many generations of scientists and 
thinkers who have studied these oc­
currences have failed to produce any 
rational, down-to-earth ' explanation. 
Time is an important element In the 
paranormal experience and always 
has been. And time itself seems to be 
circular In construction, like Einstein's 
hypothetical curvature of space. If you 

begin at one point and travel long 
enough you will arrive at the same 
point. 

During the 1950s a small group of 
UFO researchers suggested that 
maybe the flying saucer pilots were 
not from outer space but were time 
travelers. Perhaps, it was postulated, 
they were from the future, examining 
us so they might better understand the 
circumstances of their own time peri­
od. An'd, in fact, some of these strange 
entities seemed to be immortal, ap­
pearing again and again to different 
peopie in many generations. For ex­
ample, an entity calling himself "Ash­
tar" has a very long history. The name 
can be found in ancient mythology. 
Ashtar is still busy contacting people 
all over the world. He Is as well-known 
to spiritualists as he is to UFO en­
thusiasts. 

Could it be that our life cycle Is but a 
moment In Ashtar's? Or could Ashtar 
belong to some mathematical anoma­
ly, a world outside our own time field? 
Anything is possible once you sus­
pend the rules and natural laws we 
recognize. 

We are prisoners on this planet, 
trap·ped In a stream of time that flows 
in only one direction. But there is evi-
dence that there are flaws In this 
stream ... holes. From time to time a 
few of us blunder into these holes. We 
find ourselves confronted by strange 
beings who ask, "What is your time 
cycle?" (a question commonly asked 
of UFO contactees ). Or we find that 
our watches are suddenly running 
slow. Have we been catapulted mo­
mentarily outside of our time field? 

Four thousand years ago a man 
named Enoch had such an ex­
perience, and his report was regarded 
as so important that It has been hand­
ed .down through the ages. In occult 
literature we find many reports of 
people who simply turned a corner 
and found themselves on a street or In 
a gard,en that existed years earlier. 
Then there are the endless haunted 
places where ancient battles are 
refought generation after generation 
before alarmed .witnesses. In sea lore 
we have many variations on the Flying 
Dutchman theme . . . stories of 
doomed ships that reappear and re­
enact the tragedies that destroyed 
them. Finally, there are all the ghost 
stories In which witnesses observe the 
reenactment of a murder or accidental 
death. lt'is as if these events-battles, 
shipwrecks, and crimes-so·mehow 
became "video tape recordings" to be 
played back again, again, and still 
again. 

The ancient gods were immortal, 
showing themselves to individuals In 
many generations and, interestingly, 
usually staging such appearances In 
the same geographical location. Men 
usually built elaborate shrines and 
temples on these sites. (Storti!henge 
was built at a place where a god was 
said to appear every 19 years.) Were 
these gods recording-like apparitions 

like our phantc>m battles and ghost 
ships? Or were they bridging time, 
coming through specific holes in spe­
cific places? 

We could dismiss Ashtar and his 
cronies as illusions and hallucinations 
except for one uncanny fact: they have 
an infallible knowledge of our future/ 
When Smallrldge had his weird 2-hour 
conversation with them In December 
1967, he claimed they told him of the 
forthcoming assassinations of Dr . . 
Martin Luther King and Sen. Robert F. 
Kennedy. Throughout history they 
have kept us Informed about our im­
mediate and distant future. The reli­
gious texts of all major religions are 
filled with prophecies that came true. 
Prophecies passed along by these 
messengers from another world. 

An intelligence residing In a time 
frame outside our own may somehow 
be able to see our future and our past 
in a single glance. While we are 
trapped In this single moment of time, 
these outsiders are not so confined. 

But this talent for seeing our future 
is not unique to the inhabitants of an­
other dimension. Medical experiments 
with schizophrenics have shown they 
can also see and live an experience 
before it happens. And there have al­
ways been human beings with clair­
voyant gifts . . . the ability to see the 
future. 

When you delve Into this mystery 
you are swamped with problems that 
are more philosophical than scientific. 
If people can see the future, Is that fu­
ture unchangeable? Are we trapped 
not only by time but by events? In this 
context many events take on new 
meanings and require new inter­
pretations. Our whole theory of history 
needs revision. Fred Hoyle, one of the 
world 's gr$atest astronomers, has 
openly discussed the possibility that 
the future may control the present In­
stead of the other way around. Certain 
puzzling events now taking place be­
come understandable when we are 
able to see how they flt Into or precede 
events yet to happen. 

If the Ashtar apparitions are able to 
see-to know-our future, then they 
might need to manipulate certain 
events in our present. This manlpula­
tlon is becoming more and more 
apparent In the worldwide occur­
rences of UFO sightings and manifes­
tations. 

Meanwhile, innopent people like 
Rudolph Fentz blindly stagger through 
the holes that separate our 2 worlds. 
Thousands of others get lost for 5 min­
utes or 5 hours and never quite under­
stand what happened. Hundreds more 
step across that Invisible bouridary 
line each year and never come back. 
What, we wonder, really happeris to 
them? Will the fliers and seamen who 
have disappeared without a trace In 
the Bermuda Triangle reappear 100 
years from now, stumbling around 
Miami or Ft. Lauderdale In bewilder­
ment? *THE END 

· SAGA O 31 


